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Our project “Development and Implementation of Disaster Education Programs in Hue City” is

supported by JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) in the cooperation between Saijo

City, Ehime Prefecture, Japan and Hue City, Vietnam. The purpose is to design and implement

disaster education programs based on “12-year-old Disaster Education in Saijo” at junior high

schools in Hue.

B PROJECT DURATION
April 2011 — March 2014

B TARGETAREA
Hue City, Thua Thien Hue Province

B BACKGROUND AND NECESSITY OF THE PROJECT

Natural disaster management is one of
our responsibilities in Hue, due to frequent
attacks of typhoons and floods. Especially, the
flood in 1999 caused a lot of damage to human
beings and the economy. While large-scale
infrastructure development and institutional
measures are taking place under national
and international efforts, community-based
approaches are also expected to contribute to
the enhancement of the people’s security
through planning and implementing effective
solutions in accord with local situations.
Although education and training is expected
to play a major role in these practices, the
content and methodology for disaster
education are not yet developed in Vietnam.

Saijo was also heavily damaged by
typhoons in 2004. After the typhoon, Saijo
has started “12-year-old Disaster Education.”
It is conducted for 12-year-old pupils, the
eldest pupils of elementary school in Japan,
who are at a turning point in life, a time to
nature youth who can decide by themselves
and lead the future of the city. The pupils
learn information and skills for disaster

prevention through various experiential

activities in the cooperation between schools

and the community.

In addition, both Saijo and Hue have
some similarities in regional condition.
Therefore, the experiences for development
and implementation of a disaster education

program in Saijo should be useful for Hue.
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The schools implemented our activities were flooded in 2011
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Typhoon damage in Saijo in 2004
2004 FEOHREBEE  (Fa5k)

One of the activities of “12-year-old Disaster Education” in Saijo
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B ACTIVITIES
In the first year (2011), we have started a bilateral exchange as a first approach. We

mainly conducted the activities for understanding and exchanging each experience and each idea
of disaster prevention through dispatching or receiving teachers and administrative staff in both
cities. Children’s Disaster Education Club was also organized at the model schools to conduct
various disaster prevention activities.

On the base of the result of the first year, we designed and implemented a disaster

education program along with community-based disaster management activities in our second

year.

Project kick-off meeting at Hue City’s People Committee
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Hue’s Delegation joined Children’ Disaster Prevention Camp held in Saijo
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Implemented town watching activities in disaster prevention at the model schools in Hue
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Swimming class for Children’s Disaster Education Club Dairy during rainy season written by a pupil
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Hue City’s Delegation Visited Saijo City

In the beginning of July, 7 delegates including Mr. Ngo Anh Tuan, vice chairman of Hue
City, visited Saijo to learn the disaster education activities. At first, they visited the mayor of
Saijo City to discuss about bilateral exchange. Mr. Tuan was greatly impressed by the good
infrastructure of Japan. After the meeting, we had welcome party. We could understand each
other more deeply through the party.

During their stay in Saijo, they visited the schools and discussed with the teachers.
They also observed some disaster prevention activities there. One of the activities was
emergency drill implemented at a secondary school. The student trained how to evacuate with
kindergarten’s kids. The delegation learned that secondary school students are normally helped
by the others in an emergency, but sometimes they can help the more vulnerable people.

We also conducted a workshop for making the disaster education plan in Hue. The
delegation exchanged their experiences and ideas with the teachers and staff in Saijo. They also
introduced the current situation of flood in Hue using movie. Disaster education is one of the
ways for disaster prevention in Hue. The objectives of disaster education in Hue are to improve
the people’s awareness toward disaster prevention and to share the information of disaster

prevention at the communities.
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The delegation visited a factory in Saijo Workshop for making disaster education plans
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The delegation observed the emergency drill implemented at a secondary school in Saijo
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Saijo City’s Delegation Visited Hue City

In the end of August, 17 delegates including members of Fire Corps Volunteer, members of
Voluntary Organization for Disaster Prevention, and school teachers belonging to Executive
Committee for 12-year-olds Education, visited Hue to conduct disaster prevention activities at the model
schools.

The delegation visited 2 model schools to exchange each idea of the activity plan for disaster
education and also to conduct town watching activity as well as last year. The local teachers and pupils
who took part in this activity last year took the initiative to implement town watching activity this time.
Before walking around the school, the residents at the school community visited the school and taught
pupils their experiences of floods. After their story, the pupils started to look at the community in a
different way. Therefore, the pupils made different hazard maps compared with the maps they made
last year.

Also the members of Fire Corps Volunteer introduced the local teachers how to make a
sandbag for preventing flood. The teachers were very interested in it and enjoyed trying it. Compared
with a Vietnamese sandbag, a Japanese sandbag is designed to prevent flood effectively in the size of
bag or in the way of knot. The participants requested to offer more opportunities to introduce how to
make a sand bag in Vietnam. After the lecture of making a sand bag, the local teachers introduced us an
emergency boat made from banana. It was also interesting for us to know the local ideas for disaster
prevention. Our project activities are not only giving something to the local people, but also sharing each
1dea or experience for disaster prevention.

The delegation also visited a fire department in Hue City. The fire chief introduced them the
current situation of the department and disaster prevention of Hue City. Many old fire-fighting vehicles
from Japan are used in Hue City. The fire chief stressed that disaster prevention and damage reduction
are the most important things in Vietnam for luck of facility.

During Saijo’s delegation stay in Hue, they also joined JICA Vietnam Grassroots Project Staff
Meeting held in Hue. There, the participants related in the grassroots projects in Central Vietnam
introduced each activity and shared each idea or problem conducting the project. It was also a good

opportunity for Saijo City to introduce our activities.
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Children made a hazard map Teachers in Hue made a banana boat for an emergency
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Saijo City’s delegation visited a fire department in Hue Lecture of a sand bag making by the members of Fire Corps Volunteer
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Disaster Prevention Event Held at Phan 5§80 Nam Secondary §chool

In May, Disaster Prevention Event
was held at Phan Sao Nam Secondary School.
This event was planned by the local teachers to
explore the pupils’ understanding of disaster
prevention which they learned in the last year.
This event had three programs, A) safety
guidance related to swimming, B) disaster
prevention quiz contest, C) lecture for first aid
and lifesaving. Visiting lecturers and
instructors taught the pupils in program A and
C. This event was held just before summer
vacation. In summer vacation, there are a lot of
water accidents to children in Vietnam.
Therefore, this event was a good opportunity to

help prepare one for emergencies.
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Designed Ahnual Activity Plahs for Disaster Educationh Program

Through the

teachers and administrative staff both in Hue

discussion between

and in Saijo, we designed annual activity plans
for disaster education program of each model
school. The plans suit each school condition and
need, and are possible to sustainably conduct
the activities in collaboration with local

communities.

B KB DR EIEHEIDERL

PSR & 7 ORI OZE KO TEIRE & D
BRAMAE B, TENDOTT /MR TR
BOFRNEEFHEDMERR Sz, T OFHEIIA
ORI =— KA DETEZ LN,
I &S U7 R 72T S B EBH S 2 & 03
b,

Developed ah Implementation Guideline for Town Watching

We are making a local version of
implementation guideline for town watching
with the help of our experiences last year. In
the guideline, we can see a lot of useful
information for the local people when they
The

town watching activity is also conducted at the

implement the activity by themselves.

elementary schools in Saijo to locate dangerous
places or useful things for disaster prevention
in the community. Most children start to think
that “People should be prepared to protect
themselves” through the activity. After walking
around the community, they make a hazard
map and share the information with others.

After Saijo’s delegation’s visit, the
local teachers and pupils implemented town
watching activity around the pupils’ house by
themselves. The teachers said that the pupils
seem to becoming aware of where dangerous
place is and where safe place is for natural
disaster through disaster education.

We are expected to nurture children
who have attitude to explore and consider
about their community by their foot after this

guideline is complicated.
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Establishment of Disaster Prevention Committee

Children’s Disaster Education Club
was organized at the model schools last year.
And the club has conducted various disaster
prevention activities since then. After making
plan for disaster education program, Disaster
Prevention Committee consisting of teachers
and pupils’ leaders, was established at each
model school. The objectives of the committee
are planning disaster prevention measures for
school, and safety management of the school.
They will implement regularly training for

disaster prevention.

Implemented Swimming Class

From this February, we have
conducted a swimming class for pupils at the
model schools as well as last year. The purpose
of the class is to learn the useful skills against
flooding, such as swimming with clothes on and
lifesaving for a water emergency. This activity
is highly-regarded as an effective approach for
disaster prevention by the People Committee of
Hue City. Therefore, a swimming project
supported by Hue City has just started since
this August. The project offers opportunities for
learning swimming to elementary school pupils
in Hue. They are planning to expand the
project to Thua Thien Hue Province in near

future. We hope that our approach will expand

more and more in vulnerable area to flood.
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. I
TResearch on the [,ocal People’s Risk of Daily Life

JICA Vietnam has been promoting “Program for Building Disaster Resilient Community” since
2008. Under the program, 2 grassroots projects including this project and another project conducted by
Kyoto University have been conducting in Thua Thien Hue Province. And a member of JOCV (Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers) is assigned to Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry which is
the local counterpart of Kyoto University.

We implemented a collaborative research on the local people’s risk of daily life. We need to
understand how much interests they have on natural disasters in their daily life to develop our project
that suits the local needs and implement effective activities. Also we expect that our project improve
more effectively when various actors collaborate with each other. We can share each information and
experience to develop our disaster prevention activities. The research shows following results, compared
between each character of 3 sites where we implemented the survey.

Residents older than 20 years old have higher interest on “Income” than interest on “Natural

disaster”.

Residents of city area have lower interest on “Natural disaster”.

Residents of rural area have high interest on “Natural disaster” next to interest on “Income”.

Pupils learning disaster prevention education have the highest interest on “Natural disaster”.

Therefore, we should understand that there are different interests and different problems depend on
community condition. And we need to implement the activity that suits the regional condition. Also
according to the results, children’s interests may be easy influenced by what they learn at the school. We

can expect the effectiveness of our disaster education project to children.
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Feedback from the Students PartiCipated ih the Disaster Education Program
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Ms. Phuong Ai, Class 9/2, Chu Van An Secondary School

Chu Van An $254% 4 4E 2% Phuong Ai A/

At first, I wish your good health to all
of you involved in the disaster education project
on behalf of the students of Chu Van An
Secondary School. We sincerely thank you that
your project helps us to understand a lot about
disaster prevention.

Dear all, our country, Vietnam

especially, our city, Hue is very beautiful. But it
is also a country frequently damaged by floods
or other natural disasters. Therefore, we are
very interested in how to prevent a disaster for
keeping our school peace.
Through this project, we could expand our
knowledge of natural disaster prevention that
our teachers teach us, especially, the practical
skills that Saijo City’s staff introduced us.

We have been learning a lot of skills
such as swimming skills, fast aid skills, skills
making sandbags which are very interesting
and useful for us, and have been expanding our
understanding more through the project
activities.

It is difficult to express in words how

grateful we are for the project.
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Mr. Huynh Thai Béo, Class 9/1, Phan Sao Nam Secondary School

Phan Sao Nam H*4% 4 £ 1§ Huynh Thai Bio S A

I am a student studying Japanese and

have been participated in the project
“12-year-old Disaster Education” for 2 years.
Through the project, I learned a lot of things;

I learned first aid skills, the consequences of
natural disasters to know where the hazard
place to avoid is and where the safe place to
hide is during a disaster.

Also, through the project, I could have
opportunities to communicate with Japanese
natives. So my Japanese communication skill is
1mproved.

Finally, I would like to appreciate
Saijo City and the Board of School Education to
give us such an opportunity to participate in

this project.
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B FUTURE PERSPECTIVE

Two years has already passed and only one year is now left in our project. After many trials in
the two years, we are finally coming to understand the current local situations and understand each
other. Through our activities, we realized that the local people is used to flooding as annual event and
they naturally know the way of disaster prevention. It is nothing special for them, so they think natural
disaster is not much important problem in their daily life. However, if they have a lack of risk awareness,
it may bring a big damage in their future. And how much damage of natural disaster is depends on their
income. According to the old people’s story, the past flood especially in 1999 was really terrible so that
many people and their property were damaged. Therefore, it is important to pass on their experiences or
1deas of disaster prevention for following generations to prepare for a natural disaster. Also we should
record our activities for after the end of our project. Therefore, in the final year of our project, we will
implement the activities mainly for recording and sharing the experiences. To do this, we need to design
ways to involve the community in our project. We hope that our concept of disaster education will satisfy
the local needs and the disaster education program will be developed by themselves in a sustainable

way.
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Contact Information

Contact Information in Japan:

Crisis Management Division,

General Affairs Department, Saijo City Office

164 Akeyashiki, Saijo City, Ehime 793-8061, Japan
Tel: (81)897-52-1267

Fax: (81)897-52-1200

Web:

http://www.city.saijo.ehime.jp/english/index.htm
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Tel: 0897-56-5151(1%)
Fax: 0897-52-1200

E-mail: kikikanri@saijo-city.jp (fElE% BLR)

gakkokyoiku@saijo-city.jp (CFHHE L)

HP: http://www.city.saijo.ehime.jp/

Contact Information in Vietnam:

Noriko Nakamura

Project Coordinator

Kiet 76 Hung Vuong, Hue City, Vietnam
E-mail: norikon 313@hotmail.com
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