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Message to the students about their San Francisco experience.

Did you have a good chance to learn in America? During our pre-trip sessions we made
6 study groups, History, School Life, Sports, Diversity, Food/Culture, and Entertainment.
We presented about these themes, and we asked our American friends some interesting
questions too. I hope that have found some similarities also differences between Japan
and America.

I was very interested in San Francisco’s knowledge based society. It has produced
technology such as smartphones and the self-driving cars. We saw them every day. Many
American friends had stories to tell me about them and how they will change driving in
the future.

Did you make some good friends in San Francisco? Some of you hosted American
students last summer and then during this trip you stayed with them or met up with
them again. This has been a wonderful opportunity to create new relationships and to
deepen your existing relationships. You now have a chance to send birthday cards or
Christmas gifts and so on to maintain the warm friendships that you now have. Perhaps
in the future you will meet again, I sincerely hope that you do. I have enjoyed deepening
my friendships too. I have known Mr. Morikawa, the Japanese teacher at George
Washington High School, for a few years but this time I was able to make a much
stronger friendship with him. I very much hope that he will come again to visit us in
Saijo and enjoy time with the next generation of Saijo students.

What are your most interesting discoveries during this tour?

Perhaps you realized that you can now communicate well in English, and with a little
more experience you will be able to share your thoughts and ideas with people from other
countries too.

Perhaps you realized that you would like to spend more time immersing in American
society. I think that you will again have that chance if you continue to challenge yourself
to join programs like this one.

Perhaps you discovered that you have interests other than your High School studies.
For example, you have become interested in volunteer work, or teaching Japanese. I hope
that you pursue these new interests whilst continuing your High School life.

Finally, can you evaluate your performance during this trip?

Consider these statements:

What can I do in my daily life to become a successful person with a deeper global
understanding? What should I change?

Enjoy your remaining High School days and continue to challenge yourself.

Richard Westrop
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Surprising things I learned in San Francisco
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Discovery in San Francisco
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