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Calligraphy Artist

Born in Tokyo in 1985, she started learning
calligraphy from her mother when she was
five years old. One of the notable young
calligraphers of today, her solo exhibitions
have been held throughout the world,

in cities such as New York, Singapore,

a]ld Praguc. She llas bCCll SCICCth as onc Of

the Tokyo 2020 official poster artists.

Welcome to the inaugural issue of
KIZUNA, the official magazine of the
Government of Japan.

This bold work of calligraphy is
#F (kizuna) written in Japanese. Kizuna
means the enduring bonds between
people—close relationships forged
through mutual trust and support.

Originally describing the rope used
to tether domestic animals such as
horses and dogs, the meaning of
kizuna has evolved over the years. A
passage in The Tale of the Heike,
compiled in the 13th century, uses the
term to refer to the bonds of love
between a father and his children.
More recently, kizuna has gone
beyond bonds tying together family
and close acquaintances; it is now
used in a broader sense of human ties
and connections. Of particular note is
the kizuna born among people during
natural calamities, which fosters
feelings of solidarity and serves as the
underlying strength to overcome
hardships.

Similarly, the kizuna cultivated
among the countries of the world has
the power to deepen cooperation for a
better future. By reporting on a wide
variety of topics concerning ]apan, we
hope that this magazine will provide
opportunities for Japan and the rest of
the world to connect and build
strong kizuna.
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PORTRAITS OF JAPAN

Seasonal Beauty in Japan

POLICY & DIPLOMACY

Speech of the Prime Minister
at His Inauguration Press Conference

POLICY & DIPLOMACY

Prime Minister SUGA Yoshihide’s Personal Timeline

POLICY & DIPLOMACY

Summary of the Major Policy Outlook
from the First Policy Speech

HEALTH & WELFARE

Avoiding the Three Cs:
A Key to Preventing the Spread of COVID-19

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Aiming for a Digital Society for Diverse Happiness

SUSTAINABILITY

Japan’s Green Innovations for

Achieving Carbon Neutrality

REGIONAL STRENGTH

Creating Vibrant Communities
by Expanding Agricultural Exports

RESILIENCE

Innovation and Interaction Drive
Fukushima’s Revitalization

POLICY & DIPLOMACY

Toward a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

HEALTH & WELFARE

COVID-19 Testing Robots Protect Healthcare Workers

LIFE & CULTURE

Revolutionizing Sake from Paris with Love

— KIZUNA

1980s Baseball Star Bridges Japan and

the United States COVER

For the inaugural issuc of KIZUNA,
LIFE & CULTURE calligrapher KANAZAWA Shoko
- . . writes the Japanese symbol
Promoting Kizuna Between Viet Nam and Japan i (kizuna).
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Spring. Delicate pink hues
spread throughout theislands
under gentle sunbeams—it’s
sakura! The cherry blossoms
M appearing on the shores of]|

j to another symbol of Japan’s
unique seasonal beauty: the &
majestic splendor of Mount
Fuji.

Hokkaido
.

SEASONAL

“ PBEAUTY

IN JAPAN

Okinawa

Okmawa sﬁowcase the magic

of the Japanese summer. The
waters of Kabira Bay on Ishigaki
Island, home to abundant coral
reefs, glitter in emerald green,
with a transparency that takes
everyone’s breath away.






